
symphony orchestras and 

chorus as a means of so-

cial organization and com-

munitarian development.ò  

 

The Orchestra was in 

Toronto to witness their 

founder being presented 

with the Glenn Gould 

Award from the Glenn 

Gould Foundation. This 

$50,000 cash award recog-

nizes ñan exceptional con-

tribution to music and cul-

tural humanitarianism.ò  In 

true humanitarian spirit, 

Abreu requested and was 

granted 150 intermediate 

level musical instruments 

in lieu of the cash award.  

Now the $50,000 will turn 

into 150 new instruments 

for Venezuela's youth 

who are entering  El Sis-

tema.   

 

This October visit 

marked the orchestraôs 

Canadian debut. Other 

events on the Orchestraôs 

whirlwind schedule in-

cluded a gala perform-

ance at Four Seasons 

Centre as well as a con-

cert at the Rogers Centre 

for 14,000 secondary 

school students.  

 

For more information 

about El Sistema and the 

V e n e z u e l a n  yo u t h      

orchestra system, visit - 

http://fesnojiv.gob.ve/en/

history.html. Please see 

page two for a related 

article about the recently 

released El Sistema 

DVD. 
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L ast October, a 

group of enthusiastic 

young musicians from 

Venezuela paid a special 

visit to the Music & Arts 

School.  The young flau-

tists from the Simon Bo-

livar Youth Orchestra 

spent over two hours 

with our students, per-

forming for them and 

then answering some 

questions during a Ques-

tion-and-Answer period.  

The church was packed 

with Settlement students 

and clients who came to 

hear the ensemble play 

several flute pieces, in-

cluding one by Dr. Jose 

Abreu, founder of the 

education system that has 

nurtured their talents. 

 

The Simon Bolivar 

Orchestra is the star of 

Venezuelaôs nation-wide 

music education pro-

gram, El Sistema. El Sis-

tema was founded by Dr. 

Jose Abreu, who was 

then an amateur musician 

and Minister of Culture 

in the Venezuelan gov-

ernment of the 1970ôs. It 

is a publically financed 

voluntary music educa-

tion program that aims to 

ñpromote the collective 

practice of music through 



It is with great sadness that we an-

nounce the recent passing of piano 

teacher Martin Humphreys.  Martin 

eagerly returned to teach piano at Settle-

ment during the winter of 2009, after an 

absence of over 10 years.  He passed 

away in December after a short, but 

valiant battle with cancer.  He was a 

highly valued member of our faculty 

and is deeply missed. 

 

On Sunday, February 7th at 3:00 pm 

the Sunrise String Quartet (featuring 

Ivana Popovic on second violin) will 

present a concert of classical and con-

temporary works for string ensemble 

featuring the world premier of a compo-

sition by University Settlementôs own 

Michael Gfroerer.  The concert will 

take place at 3:00 pm at College Street 

United Church, 454 College Street. 

Tickets are priced at $15 and $10, and 

will be available for purchase at the 

door.  

Attention all students (of age) and 

parents: violin teacher Alex Cheung 

invites you to celebrate Valentineôs Day 

McFlies style.  On Friday, February 

12th, join Alex and his band for their - 

Valentine's Ball as they play your 

favourites at the intimate Samovar Room 

restaurant and bar in Cabbagetown 

(http://www.samovarroom.com/). 

The show will start at 8:00 pm and tick-

ets are $15.  

      Alex joins the Hoffmann Band  at 

the Cameron House for another perform-

ance on the evening of Tuesday, Febru-

ary 16th.  That same week, heôll also be 

performing with the Parkdale Revolu-

tionary Orchestra.  You can catch them 

at the Tranzac Club, 292 Brunswick 

Street, starting at 10:00 pm.  For more 

details about these and other shows, 

please visit - 

http://ear2earmusic.com .  
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Please contact the Music School for registration & further information.  

Faculty News  

Now included among the over 300 

music CDs, Videos and DVDs in the Mu-

sic Schoolôs lending library is Music to 

change life: El Sistema. This documen-

tary film by Paul Smaczy and Maria 

Stodtmeier traces the lives of young 

Venezuelans from the barrios of Caracas 

to ñthe world's finest concert halls.ò   The 

disc shows us what daily life is like for 

many of the 

o r c h e s t r a 

m e m b e r s ; 

letting us 

watch as chil-

dren learn the 

basics of their 

instruments, 

and then view 

the results of 

their labours 

in the accom-

plished young 

adult musi-

cians.  The 

documentary also provides a history of El 

Sistema, while addressing  how Vene-

zuela's youth music network helps bring 

about positive social change. 

This newest addition to the Music  

Library is now on display in the Schoolôs 

lobby, and may be borrowed by students 

at the low cost of 50 cents for two weeks.  

If you have been wanting to know more 

about the young musicians who visited us 

in October, you must watch this DVD!  

Please speak to the Music Office staff 

about borrowing this inspiring film. 

OPEN HOUSE 

Feb 8th 2010 

Then only $6 to complete the term!  

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 

RECORDER RECORDER RECORDER    

ENSEMBLEENSEMBLEENSEMBLE   

University Settlement 

Music & Arts School 

23 Grange Road 

(South of Dundas and the AGO, off McCaul St) 

www.usrc.ca 

MONDAYS 

4:45-5:30 pm  

El Sistema DVD  

The Music & Arts School is grateful for the support of the 
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