
perience. All of this is provided free of 

charge. The only requirement is commit-

ment.  

Dr. Abreu is the winner of the 2009 pres-

tigious Glenn Gould Prize, awarded to 

him in honour of his work with these 

underprivileged children and youth. The 

orchestra is coming to Toronto from Oc-

tober 26th to 29th and will be visiting 

many different schools and presenting 

concerts.  

The conductor of the Simón Bolívar 

Youth Orchestra is himself a graduate of 

the program. Gustavo Dudamel is 28 

years old and is a conductor of interna-

tional standing respected all around the 

Dear Students: 

On October 27th, we will be hosting an 

ensemble of flute players (called a ñflute 

choirò) from the Simón Bolívar Youth 

Orchestra  of Venezuela.  This highly 

successful orchestra is a product of the 

music teaching system founded by Dr. 

Jos® Abreu called óEl Sistemaô. His goal 

in founding this system was to keep kids 

off the streets and off drugs through the 

power of music. Children learn music 

and how to play an instrument, but it 

goes much deeper than this. They learn 

how to work together in a common pur-

pose and see beyond the gangs, violence 

and dead end life that many of them ex-

world. He became the music director of 

the orchestra at age 17! 

We are thrilled to have them visit with 

us. There will be an opportunity to ask 

questions of the performers. (a transla-

tor will be provided) 

The event will be at St. George the 

Martyr Church starting at 4:30 p.m. and 

will last about 90 minutes. Hope to see 

you all there!  

Have a great fall term! 

 

Anne Yardley 

Director, Music & Arts School 

Directorôs Message  

 

Founded in 1921, the University Settlement Music and Arts School  

is one of North Americaôs oldest community music schools!  Located  

in the heart of downtown Toronto,  the School provides an open house  

of learning and a  welcoming, familial atmosphere.  We offer quality lessons   

to everyone regardless of age, ethnicity,  perceived talent, or ability to pay. 

 

Fees for Group Classes at the Music School are calculated by the term  

and vary depending on the length of classes, the number of weeks  

and, in some cases, the cost of materials.    

 

Individual lessons are offered on a variety of instruments.   

Fees for individual study are as follows: $19 per half hour,   

$28.50 per 45 minute lesson, and $38 per one-hour lesson.  

A yearly $20 registration fee is added to the cost of all programs.  

Financial assistance is available for those who qualify.  

 

Please call the Music & Arts School for more detailed  information,  

or drop by and pick up one of our flyers!   

UNIVER SITY SETTLEM ENT  

MUSIC &  ARTS SCHOOL 

For more information, please contact: 

Registered Charitable number # 11927 9412 RR0001 

Check us out on the Web! 

www.usrc.ca 

Tune-In! is issued three times per School year:  

October, February, and June.  

Suggestions are welcome. 

Advertising Rates: 

 Business card $30/ issue 

Quarter Page $50 / issue 

 

CALL FOR OUR REDUCED RATES  

WHEN YOUR BUSINESS SIGNS ON  

FOR THREE ISSUES!  

The Music & Arts School gratefully  

acknowledges support from the United Way   

and the Toronto Arts Council 

     "When in doubt," I tell my students, "READ!"  Regardless of what activity you 

are doing: crossing the street, pushing a button in an elevator, or playing music, 

you'll probably save yourself a lot of time and frustration!  

A LEARNING -MEMORY SCHEMATIC   
 

LEARNING: NEW MEMORIES / SKILLS       

 

SEARCH-WAIT, THINK!              

 

MEMORY / SKILLS                                                                                       

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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SETTLEMENT MUSIC & ARTS SCHOOL 

Music & Arts School 

23 Grange Road 

Toronto, ON M5T 1C3 

Phone: 416-598-3444  ext 243 

Fax: 416-598-4401 

Director:  Anne Yardley 

Program Assistant:  Michelle Simmons 

     On the evening of Thurs-

day June 11th 2009, the Mu-

sic & Arts School organized a 

one-of-a-kind Benefit con-

cert, Rendezvous with Ron 
Davis.  The benefit concert 

featured the talents of Jazz 

pianist Ron Davis, and was 

hosted in the Moose Factory, 

the art gallery and workspace 

of renowned Canadian artist, 

Charles Pachter.  

     Charles Pachter is a 

neighbour of University Set-

tlement, having set up his 

workspace on Grange Ave-

nue.  He is passionate about 

supporting the arts and felt 

that donating his space free 

of charge for the Schoolôs use 

was the neighbourly thing to 

do.  One of Canadaôs leading 

contemporary artists Mr. 

Pachter was born in Toronto 

and holds a degree from the 

University of Toronto, among 

others.  He is a member of 

the Order of Canada and a 

Chevalier of Franceôs Ordre 

des Arts et des Lettres.  His  

works are displayed in public 

and private collections the 

world round.  He is perhaps 

best known in Canada for his 

iconic image of the Queen on 

a Moose.  

      The celebrated performer  

who drew the crowd into 

Pachterôs Moose Factory was 

Ron Davis.  Mr. Davis has a 

long association with the Mu-

sic & Arts School.  He is one of 

the main donors of media for 

the Schoolôs  Audio Visual 

Library .   

     Ron Davis  is a pianist in 

the great virtuoso tradition. 

His music is rooted in the 

swing and post-bop idioms. 

Active and popular on the jazz 

scene, Ron has played across 

the world.  In Canada, Ron's 

home base, he is known as 
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R ENDEZVOUS  WITH  R ON  DAVIS :  
A review of the Schoolôs unique Spring Benefit Concert    

featuring the music of Ron Davis and                                          
the art of Charles Pachter  

both a dazzling musician, 

and an entertaining per-

former.   

      The June 2009 event 

which included food, drink, 

and Ron's tickling of the 

ivories under the protective 

watch of  Charlesô paintings, 

lasted about three hours and  

generated over $3,500 for 

the Music School.   

      The Music & Arts School 

is very lucky to count such 

talented, famous and gener-

ous people as Ron Davis and 

Charles Pachter among our 

list of friends.  For those of 

you who are interested in 

learning more about Ron 

Davis and Charles Pachter, 

please visit their respective 

websites: 

http://www.rondavismusic.com/ 

http://www.cpachter.com/ 

Noblesse Obliege, 1972 
Reproduced with permission from  
Charles Pachterõs website 

The crowd enjoying the hors  
dõoeuvres at the Moose Factory. 



The School is excited to announce that 

we will soon be featuring recordings of 

our own teachers on our webpage!  For 

updates, please keep checking 

http:/www.usrc.ca/m&a.html . As 

well, the School is pleased to welcome 

our newest teacher Melanie Marlin, 

Childrenôs Choir conductor! .Melanie 

began working with the choir in early 

September. The choir always welcomes 

new members: the more the merrier! 

 

Soprano Gabrielle McLaughlinôs Ba-

roque music ensemble I Furiosi  has 

settled back in Toronto after a very   

busy summer season which saw the 

group performing at the Montreal     

Baroque Festival (CAN), Indianapolis 

Early Music Festival (USA) and the 

Mosel Musikfestival (Germany) this 

summer.  The group is anticipating a big 

2009-10 season, including a concert and 

a recording of solo lute songs featuring 

lutenist Lucas Harris. 

 

Tiina Kiik and The Polka Dogs will be 

having a reunion performance on Satur-

day October 31st 2009 at 10:15 pm. in 

Torontoôs Distillery District.  This fall is 

the 20th anniversary of the band's ap-

pearance on the Toronto music scene.  

Concert tickets cost $20 each, and are 

available for purchase online, by phone 

at 416.866.8666, or in person at the 

Young Centre box office. Please visit 

www.canwestcabaret.ca for more details. 

Piano teacher Michael Gfroerer and 

violin teacher Ivana Popovic are cur-
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rently collaborating on the premiere of 

Michaelôs newest composition for string 

quartet. The premiere is tentatively set 

for this fall. For further details,  visit 
http://www.myspace.com/michaelgfroerer 
 

Ivana is also pleased to announce that 

her student, Scott Li passed his Grade 8 

violin exam with the  First Class Honours 

mark of 83%. Congratulations Scott! 

 

Piano student, Na'ama McLaughlin re-

ceived a grade of 97% on her Grade Two 

Advanced RCM Rudiments exam . 

Naôama is a student of Ken Marple.  
 

Percussion teacher, Phil Yetman will be 

featured on a recording celebrating 35 

years of percussion at Memorial Univer-

sity (Newfoundland). The CD release 

will take place as part of a gala concert in 

St. Johnôs, Newfoundland on the evening  

of January 10, 2010.   

The Relationship Between Learning & Memory 

Vintage Polka Dogs Poster! 

By Michael Gfroerer (piano teacher) 

      Whereas it is commonly thought that 

memory is the product of learning, many 

current theories champion the idea that 

memory is a requisite for learning: learning 

and memory are interwoven (perhaps more 

precisely referred to as a 'biofeedback 

loop'). 

       We are born with countless abilities 

and potentials. By the time we begin to 

actively and consciously memorize we 

have already acquired a seemingly infinite 

number of skills, information, and memo-

ries. These ñachievements" work together 

with (and in some cases against) poten-

tially new information to create new 

memories.   

      In addition, what is necessary in the 

learning process is the search of memory 

to find out whether the information con-

tained in the learning is similar to other 

information in memory, or if it is com-

pletely new.  

     In many learning situations, the search 

aspect may be absent or faulty due to a 

lack of method in learning and/or hasti-

ness.  In many cases, memory and learning 

may come into conflict and contribute to 

incorrect learning.  It is necessary as we 

learn, to allow for consideration whether 

the information is truly new, or if it is a 

review of information which has been 

memorised.  If the information is new, we 

must satisfy ourselves with the discovery, 

and allow ourselves the satisfaction of an 

"Aha!", "Eureka!", or what others call a 

"Leap of Faith."  

      Perhaps the best way of envisioning the 

learning/memory relationship is as a dia-

logue.  Memory is very rarely 100% reli-

able, and must almost always be refreshed. 

But don't forget to let the search aspect 

intervene. This step strengthens memory.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Happy Halloween! 

K IDZ  K ORNER :  
 

VOLUME 1,  ISSUE 1 

An Arts and Education Program 

Presented by The Corporation of 

Massey Hall and Roy Thomson Hall  

 

By Laraine Herzog,  

Share the Music Coordinator 

(Laraine is also a piano teacher at the 

Music & Arts School)  

 
     Share the Music is an arts and edu-

cation outreach program that provides 

concert tickets to young people, free of 

charge, who would otherwise be unable 

to afford or attend such performances 

on their own.  Since 1999, thousands of 

Toronto youth (ages 8 ï 18) have at-

tended a Share the Music event, in-

cluding many music students and 

teachers from the University Settlement 

Music and Arts School.   

     The performances selected for 

Share the Music are part of the regu-

lar concert season at Massey Hall and 

Roy Thomson Hall and include a wide 

range of classical, jazz and world mu-

sic. Students are provided with a com-

plimentary concert ticket and also at-

tend a pre-concert demonstration-

lecture designed to stimulate their un-

derstanding of the art form. Teachers 

and parents also attend, and refresh-

ments are served, providing a multi-

generational and social aspect to the 

occasion.  Share the Music is finan-

cially supported by many organizations 

and individuals.  

     Share the Music will be offering a 

limited number of tickets to University 

Settlement music students this fall for 

the following two performances. Watch 

for the sign-up sheets!     

 

Shanghai Symphony Orchestra: 
Mon Nov 16/09, 8 pm,  

Roy Thomson Hall ï  
 

Asiaôs oldest orchestra makes its Roy 

Thomson Hall debut in a dazzling pro-

gram featuring 22-year-old piano sensa-

tion Yuja 

Wang play-

ing Rach-

maninoffôs 

Second Pi-

ano Con-

certo; plus 

an intriguing 

work by 

Qigang 

Chen for 

orchestra, 

two so-

pranos and traditional Chinese instru-

ments. This concert is appropriate for 

ages 11 - 18. There will be a pre-

concert Chinese Instrument demon-

stration and display at 6:45 pm! 

 

Yamato Drummers of Japan: 
Wed Dec 2, 8 pm, Massey Hall: 

The members of Yamato perform on 

dozens of traditional Japanese taiko 

drums of all sizes and blend powerful 

and dramatic drumming with modern 

rhythms, 

dance, theat-

rics and hu-

mour. A 

breathtaking 

display of 

dexterity, pre-

cision and 

physical en-

durance! . 

This concert is 

appropriate 

for ages 8 -18. 

There will be 

a pre-concert 

Taiko drumming workshop /  demon-

stration at 6:45 pm!    
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A great deal of  musical knowledge is available at our fingertips, using the internet.  The next 

time you (and your parents) are looking for answers to some of  your music questions, or are 

in need of  some fun musical games and trivia, consider checking out these websites listed be-

low:     

   http://www.sfskids.org/templates/splash.asp 

   http://www.nyphilkids.org/main.phtml? 

   http://www.classicsforkids.com/ 

   http://www.playmusic.org/ 

   http://www.classicalkidslive.com/cklive/home/    

     http://www.marthabeesmusic.com/sitesforkids.html 

Q1: Which musical instrument is the only one that has   

a bone it in? 

Pianist Yuja Wang 

Yamato drummers.            

J 

O 

K 

E 

S 

Q2: Why did Mozart get rid of his chickens? 

 See page 3 for answers 

Fall 2009 Update 

http://www.canwestcabaret.ca
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FALL TERM DATES!  

OCTOBER    

NOVEMBER 

 

DECEMBER 

 
   

JANUARY 

Thursday, January 1st  BUILDING CLOSED 

Monday, January 4th  TERM BEGINS (9 Weeks) 

Saturday, January 9th @ 2 p.m.  Deadline for subsidy documents  

A1: The Trombone! �$�������%�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�\���N�H�S�W���V�D�\�L�Q�J���´�%�D�F�K�����%�D�F�K���%�D�F�K���µ  

Saturday, November 14th @ 2:00 p.m. Scholarship Winners concert @ St. George the Martyr Church 

Wednesday, November 18th @ 4:30 pm Lobby Concert 

Sunday, November 29th @ 2:00 p.m. Chamber Music concert @ St. George the Martyr Church 

Monday, November 30th WINTER TERM REGISTRATION begins for Returning Students 

Monday, October 5th  Chamber Program Begins 

Monday, October 12th THANKSGIVING- CLOSED 

Tuesday, October 27th  @ 4:30 p.m. Workshop & Performance SIMON BOLIVAR ORCHESTRA 

Wednesday, October 28th @ 4:30 p.m. Scholarship Auditions @ St. George the Martyr Church 

Friday, October 30th @ 7:30 p.m.  FACULTY RECITAL for United Way 

Friday, December 4th@ 6:00 and 7:30 p.m. End of Term Student Recital @ St. George the Martyr  

Saturday, December 5th @ 1:00 p.m. End of Term Student Recital @ St. George the Martyr 

Tuesday, December 8th    WINTER TERM REGISTRATION begins for New Students 

Monday, December 14th  FALL TERM ENDS 

Thursday, December 24th  Building closes at noon 

Friday, December 25th  BUILDING CLOSED 

Saturday, December 26th  BUILDING CLOSED 

Thursday, December 31st  Building closes at noon 


